[Rational tumour documentation and quality assurance to improve the standard of medical care for lung cancer patients].
The data on the quality of care of patients with lung cancer in Germany are insufficient. Although the National Lung Cancer Guideline from 2010 provides a good scientific basis for the management of the frequently complex pathways, no evidence exists showing how the relevant guideline recommendations are implemented nationwide or which treatment options generally are chosen in a tumour entity with one of the poorest prognoses. As part of the National Cancer Plan 2008, specific targets have been formulated for the systematic improvement of cancer care in Germany. As a main goal, the national re-organisation and harmonisation of tumor documentation and quality assurance are required for a sustainable improvement in the quality of care. This review article first describes the relevant terms and then examines how the specific targets of the National Cancer Plan have been implemented so far with regard to lung cancer care.